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If you go

What: CU Presents Production of "Everyman," adapted by Carol Ann Duffy

When: Feb. 23 to March 4

Where: University Theatre, University of Colorado campus, Boulder

Cost: $20

More info: 303-492-8008, cupresents.org (https://cupresents.org/event/1357/cu-theatre/everyman/)

ENTERTAINMENT

CU troupe updates 500-year-old morality play 'Everyman'
'There will be a lot of spectacle' in Boulder show

By A.H. Goldstein
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A publicity photo for University of Colorado Theatre and Dance's production of "Everyman." (Glenn J. Asakawa / University of Colorado)

public's universal access to cellphones and social media, this show will seek to recreate the energy and immediacy of a public square performance.

"We're using the technology of today to return to a potential interactivity and connectivity that existed in earlier theatrical forms," said director Will Lewis, a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Colorado. "The idea is to give audience members multiple ways of interacting with the show as opposed to sitting and watching the show."

That dynamic ties directly to the major themes of the piece. The medieval play saw the titular lead character Everyman facing an existential crisis — to improve his tally of good deeds in God's ledger book at the moment of his death, Everyman seeks to enlist characters symbolizing fellowship, material goods and knowledge on his pilgrimage to the
afterlife. Everyman ultimately learns that he is alone on his journey, and that his own good deeds during life are his only accompaniment.

The modern take strips away the religious connotations of the original, and focuses on the importance of community and spirituality. In an age where self-interest has found means to thrive through technology, these virtues are easy to ignore.

"A major recurring theme is how a contemporary society built on individualism and narcissism connected to technology is causing us to be less and less connected to community," Lewis said. "That could be construed in many different ways ... There's a very solemn strand in it on what we've done to the planet."

 

Weather:

(http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-

weather)

Boulder, CO | Now: 55° (http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-

weather) | High: 55° (http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-

weather)  | Low: 39° (http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-

weather)  | 5-Day Forecast

(http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather)

 (http://www.dailycamera.com)

ENTERTAINMENT (/ENTERTAINMENT)

...

http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_32336215/
http://www.dailycamera.com/cu-news/ci_32332644
http://www.dailycamera.com/top-business/ci_32331673
http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_32334764
http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_32335958/
https://prairiemountain.forms-db.com/view.php?id=23
http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_32336215/
http://www.dailycamera.com/cu-news/ci_32332644
http://www.dailycamera.com/top-business/ci_32331673
http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_32334764
http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_32335958/
https://prairiemountain.forms-db.com/view.php?id=23
https://cupresents.org/event/1357/cu-theatre/everyman/
http://www.dailycamera.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=8272058
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-weather
http://www.dailycamera.com/
http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment
javascript:void(open('http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_31667724/cu-boulder-everyman-play?clearUserState=true'));
javascript:javascript:void((function()%7Bvar%20e=document.createElement('script');e.setAttribute('type','text/javascript');e.setAttribute('charset','UTF-8');e.setAttribute('src','http://assets.pinterest.com/js/pinmarklet.js?r='+Math.random()*99999999);document.body.appendChild(e)%7D)());


The production seeks to harness technology to impart these messages about its dangers, Lewis said. Live tweeting, streaming and Instagram will be encouraged during parts of the show. The stage has been designed to incorporate and feature audience members, and actors will direct certain dialogue to the house. Selfies will be encouraged at a
certain point in the show.

In a way, this approach summons the interactivity of a medieval performance. In another, it harnesses the omnipresent role of tech and interconnectivity to stress the message of Duffy's adaptation and the original piece.

"I think the interactivity captivates the audience even more ... I think it also helps, because the audience is so involved, it's not as if we're on a soap box," said actor and CU theater student Michael Chen, who's playing the role of Everyman. "The audience is almost on the same level as you ... It's taking advantage of the storytelling and finding ways to
captivate younger audiences."

He added, "I think the theater that we're going to be doing is a relatively new concept."

The approach seeks to stress interactivity as opposed to preachiness, and conversation in lieu of sermonizing. Unlike the morality plays of the Middle Ages, this message isn't an unassailable piece of theology from on high — it's an opportunity for dialogue and self-reflection.

It's also an opportunity for some pretty cool effects.

"Part of my concept is not necessarily a critique, but to examine and to highlight what it means to be part of this hyper-driven media culture," Lewis said. "We're incorporating the use of digital devices by audience members and cast members during the narrative ... There will be a lot of spectacle in the show."

Even so, the basic structure of the narrative has strong ties to the original piece that circulated around the Western world for hundreds of years. The concept of an individual taking stock of life at the moment of death is powerful, and it makes for a powerful brand of storytelling.

What's more, the ideas of good deeds and selflessness aren't the sole property of medieval Christianity. They're universal moral tenets, features of religions and philosophies across human history.

"The question of what it means to be a good person, what is really and truly important in life, the idea that if you meet someone who needs help, don't ask them, just do it ... many religions, including Christianity, has that basic teaching," Chen said.
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[Pics] These Yearbooks Were
Printed And Handed Out To The
Whole Student Body…
Livestly

(http://www.livestly.com/hilarious-
yearbook-photos/?
utm_term=$cid$&ss=1&utm_campaign=pps_Yearbook%20Photos%20FPrem%202911%20V1%20-
%20Desktop%20USA%20OB&utm_source=OutBrain&utm_medium=$publisher_name$-
$section_name$&pps_term=++Hilarious+Yearbook+Photos+That+Deserve+To+Go+Viral&utm_content=00876714b4c097949bf6d2880d98298de5&obOrigUrl=true)

Avalanche collapses in overtime
to Blues
Boulder DailyCamera

(http://www.dailycamera.com/avalanche-
nhl/ci_32332402/avalanche-
collapses-overtime-blues?
obOrigUrl=true)

Rarely Seen Young Donald Trump
Photos Really Captures A
Different Side Of Our…
Definition

(https://def.sptrkr.com/13427c34102e8ee6?
spadid=1253461&spcampid=69814&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=def_us_d_outbrain_65390_69814&utm_content=00ccddc26622d02d9310f3b237549d43f5&spsecid=$section_id$&sppubid=$publisher_name$&utm_term=$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true)

60 Mysterious Abandoned
Places Recently Declassified
History Daily

(http://historydaily.org/60-beautiful-
abandoned-places?
utm_subid=1335989&utm_medium=none&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=403276&obOrigUrl=true)

Beginners Could Become "Pot
Stock Millionaires"
Strategic Tech Investor

(https://mmptrack.com/click.track?
CID=419363&AFID=355744&ADID=2212727&src=outbrain&iris=1127393&sid=beginnerVthousandaire&obOrigUrl=true)

After slow start, Jakub Dombek
progressing through redshirt year
with CU…
Boulder DailyCamera

(http://www.dailycamera.com/mensbasketball/ci_32334100/after-
slow-start-jakub-dombek-
progressing-through-redshirt?
obOrigUrl=true)
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Man charged with armed Longmont robbery set for April trial
(http://www.dailycamera.com/longmont-local-news/ci_32337623/man-charged-armed-longmont-robbery-set-april-trial?obOrigUrl=true)

Arrest affidavit: Man strangled, threatened
girlfriend in Boulder before trying to run her over
with car

(http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_32328387/man-
arrested-boulder-trying-run-girlfriend-over-car)

Review: Longmont's Martinis Bistro offers
elevated experience

(http://www.dailycamera.com/lifestyles/restaurantreviews/ci_32313179/review-
longmonts-martinis-bistro-offers-elevated-
experience)

With the Broncos eliminated from the playoffs,
time to focus on draft and potential Vance Joseph
replacements

(http://www.dailycamera.com/broncos-
nfl/ci_32334199/broncos-eliminated-from-
playoffs-time-focus-draft-and)
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RELATED (http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment)

Jitensha at Laughing Goat and other Boulder-area events Dec. 18
(http://www.dailycamera.com/music/ci_32336829/jitensha-at-
laughing-goat-and-other-boulder-area)

Gregory Alan Isakov and Rayland Baxter at eTown and other
Boulder-area events Dec. 17
(http://www.dailycamera.com/music/ci_32334394/gregory-alan-
isakov-and-rayland-baxter-at-etown)

Boulder Chorale Holiday Concert and other Boulder-area events
Dec. 16 (http://www.dailycamera.com/music/ci_32332884/boulder-
chorale-holiday-concert-and-other-boulder-area)
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SomaLogic keys in on protein as predictor of health
(http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32331673/somalogic-keys-protein-
predictor-health?source=most_viewed)

Apple to add hundreds of jobs in Boulder
(http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-
business/ci_32328657/apple-add-hundreds-jobs-
boulder?source=most_viewed)

Squared Pizza in Boulder shuts its doors
(http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32324533/squared-pizza-boulder-
shuts-its-doors?source=most_viewed)

Performance Bicycle closing 102 stores, including
Boulder location (http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32322226/performance-bicycle-
closing-102-stores-including-boulder-location?
source=most_viewed)

5 Questions with John Bogosian with Zingfit
(http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32331701/5-questions-john-bogosian-
zingfit?source=most_viewed)

» More most-popular business stories
(/popular#popularbysection_business)

Domestic goat joins elk herd west of Loveland

(http://www.dailycamera.com/ci_32336344/)
Parents of Shanann Watts give first interview to
national television show

(http://www.dailycamera.com/news/ci_32315239/parents-
shanann-watts-give-first-interview-national-
television)

Colorado Democrats plan to rewrite rules for
workers now that they control the statehouse

(http://www.dailycamera.com/breakingnews/ci_32335173/not-
business-usual-colorado-democrats-plan-
rewrite-rules)
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Share the Love Event
Valley Subaru | Longmont, CO

TUE
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Euchre in Longmont - Win Free Beer!
Bootstrap Brewing ... | Longmont, CO
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Dance Classes at Reverence
Reverence Academy ... | Lafayette, CO
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18

Hall of Giving Trees
Hiltons on Canyon ... | Boulder, CO
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Scrooge Bah Humbug
Jesters Dinner The... | Longmont, CO
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18

Visual Mantras - An art show featu…
Lafayette Public L... | Lafayette, CO

TUE
18

Art at The Boulder Cork!
The Boulder Cork | Boulder, CO

DEC
31

80's New Year's Eve Party
Brookside Gardens ... | Berthoud, CO

MAR
3

The Jersey Tenors
Roberta Price Audi... | Loveland, CO

WED
19

RE:Search Feat. Ana Sia and ill-es…
Cervantes' Other S... | Denver, CO
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TOP 25 THIS WEEK: Ranked teams getting pre-Christmas tests

(http://collegebasketball.ap.org/dailycamera/article/top-25-week-ranked-teams-
getting-pre-christmas-tests)

Sam and Joey Hauser give No. 20 Marquette a brotherly boost

(http://collegebasketball.ap.org/dailycamera/article/sam-and-joey-hauser-give-no-20-
marquette-brotherly-boost)

Washington State hangs on late to beat Rider 94-80.

(http://collegebasketball.ap.org/dailycamera/article/washington-state-hangs-late-beat-
rider-94-80)

Tinkle scores 21, Oregon State beats Pepperdine 82-67

(http://collegebasketball.ap.org/dailycamera/article/tinkle-scores-21-oregon-state-
beats-pepperdine-82-67)

Kopp, Law lead Northwestern rout of Chicago State, 88-46

(http://collegebasketball.ap.org/dailycamera/article/kopp-law-lead-northwestern-rout-
chicago-state-88-46)

College Basketball
(http://collegebasketball.ap.org/dailycamera/news)
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SomaLogic keys in on protein as predictor of health
(http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32331673/somalogic-keys-protein-
predictor-health?source=most_viewed)

Apple to add hundreds of jobs in Boulder
(http://www.dailycamera.com/boulder-
business/ci_32328657/apple-add-hundreds-jobs-
boulder?source=most_viewed)

Squared Pizza in Boulder shuts its doors
(http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32324533/squared-pizza-boulder-
shuts-its-doors?source=most_viewed)

Performance Bicycle closing 102 stores, including
Boulder location (http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32322226/performance-bicycle-
closing-102-stores-including-boulder-location?
source=most_viewed)

5 Questions with John Bogosian with Zingfit
(http://www.dailycamera.com/top-
business/ci_32331701/5-questions-john-bogosian-
zingfit?source=most_viewed)

» More most-popular news stories
(/popular#popularbysection_news)
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